Kindergarten at Pennington Montessori School

In the Montessori environment, kindergarten is the culmination of the Pre-Primary program.
Third year students exhibit the independence, self-esteem, critical thinking skills, organization,
concentration and leadership that they have been building during their previous two years in the
Pre-Primary classroom.

During the first two years (ages 3 and 4), Montessori students are building a foundation of
learning in each of the five curriculum areas. They are building: their understanding of symbol
and quantity (Math), symbol and sound (Language), their ability to concentrate, their
organizational skills, and much more! By the third year (age 5)—or as it’s more commonly
known, kindergarten—children have absorbed this knowledge and are entering a crucial period
of learning. It is when knowledge and understanding is reinforced and understood by the child.

The third year allows your child to grow their self-esteem and confidence. They become leaders
in the classroom, and they take this responsibility seriously. They often help the younger children
with their work (either by giving lessons to the younger students, or by helping their peers
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Ultimately, the mixed age environment is a microcosm of our
community at large. We encounter people of all ages and backgrounds in our everyday
experiences as adults, and by learning in a mixed age environment, the child is given the
opportunity to interact with children of all different ages. They learn how to socialize with not
only their peers, but children who are older or younger than they are. This social interaction is
invaluable to developing children.

At 4 years old, children in a Montessori classroom are just beginning to step into their role as
leaders, beginning readers and mathematicians, but at 5 they are embracing the most productive
part of the Montessori experience. They are reaping the benefits of the first two years of work.
They are being exposed to core curriculum standards and learning that will continue throughout
their educational journey. The third year is a year of leadership, when children take pride in
being the oldest—they are role models for the younger students. In their Kindergarten year, they
are curious, self-confident, responsible learners, and this aids in their transition to elementary
school.



Whether your child has completed two years with us or you are interested in him/her attending
just our Kindergarten program, there is much to gain from introducing your child to
progressively more advanced Montessori materials. They will experience an important period in
which their previous learning from working with concrete, Montessori materials, transitions to
abstract understanding and knowledge. It is a year of amazing learning and growing!



